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MOVING PICTURES – A Discworld novel by Terry Pratchett

Terry Pratchett 

”Terry Pratchett was born in 1948 and is still not dead. He started work as a journalist one day in 1965 and saw his first corpse three hours later, work experience meaning something in those days. [...] Since then his books have reached double figures and have a regular place in the bestseller lists.

Occasionally he gets accused of literature.”

Terry Pratchett started off as a journalist, he wrote his first novel, The Carpet People, in 1971 but it was no hit. His next novel, The Colour of Magic, was a major hit in both U.K. and the US. He therefor quit his job as a journalist and became an author on full time. He says that he would write a novel about his time as a journalist if he thought anybody would believe it.

In 1983 he married his wife Lyn. They got a baby, Rhyanna, some years later. He continued to write novels, his most famous works are the Discworld novels but he has also written quite a lot of children’s books.

His latest Discworld novel, The Fifth Elephant, was published in November 1999 and his next one is planned to come out in November 2000. Earlier he wrote two Discworld novels a year but lately he has just written one a year. In total he has written 26 Discworld novels, and a lot of shortstories. 

Pratchett is the 90’s best-selling and still living author, with over ten and a half million sales during the 1990s. He has had over 60 titles constantly in the top 5,000 bestselling titles of BookTrack’s bestselling chart (U.K.).   

Moving Pictures

Imagine a world, not round as ours but flat. Put it on the back of four huge elephants and then put them on the back of a giant turtle. Make the turtle swim through the intergalactic stellar. What you’ve got is nothing else but the home of some of the most wicked and funniest stories ever, the Discworld. The Discworld is a parody of our own world, an imaginary world created by Terry Pratchett. As he says himself: “Discworld, world and mirror of worlds”.

In a hot desert just on the bay of the Circle sea (the discs largest sea, just in the middle of the disc), is Holy Wood hill, this is were Moving Pictures takes place. 

Deep down in the Holy Wood hill there is a secret. One dark night death comes to the keeper of the secret of Holy Wood hill. The job as protector of the secret has long been handed down from generation to generation. But this time there is no one to take the place.

Holy wood hill stands unguarded in the middle of the desert and its magic is spread throughout the world. It reaches to the Alchemists of Ankh-Morpork, the largest city on the Discworld, and makes them discover the secret of the silver screen. 

Victor Tungelbend, a student from the Unseen University (the home of the wizards), also gets touched by the Holy Wood magic. He, without really knowing why, travels to Holy Wood hill in the middle of the desert. Thousands of thousands of people have already gathered outside Holy Wood hill, with one common interest, they all want to be in the clicks (the movies). He meets Ginger, a lovely girl who also has been affected by the Holy Wood spirit. They become famous moviestars. They make movie after movie and after a while Victor finally realises that “…there is something rotten in Holy Wood”. One night he decides to investigate it a little bit, and he makes a most unusual discovery. He sees Ginger standing in front of the hill, trying to dig into it. 

She doesn’t know of this herself because of the fact that she is sleepwalking. Ginger and Victor dig through and discover a large gateway to another dimension. It turns out that it is the monsters from the dungeon dimensions (quite scary place) that are using Holy Wood to trick the humans to open the portal. When this is done they can come through and take over the Discworld. With the help from Gaspode, a talking dog, and wizards from the Unseen University Victor and Ginger stops the monsters from invading the Discworld. 

The book is an ironic parody of Hollywood as well as it is a great humorous adventure story. An extremely funny novel set against a world gone mad.

The book makes fun of the Hollywood spirit and how the entertainment business works, how it manipulates the minds of the poor people who tries to get famous.

Many of the books in the Discworld series have a connection to things in “our world” wich Pratchett make fun of. In his early books he only make fun of the fantasy genre but in his later books he makes fun of Santa Claus, Australia and many other things.

The book has many stories going on at the same time. The most important of them is of course the adventure of Victor and Ginger and their talking dog Gaspode in Holy Wood. Another story is the one about the librarian, an orang-utan
, of the Unseen University and how he sees and understands the dilemma of Holy Wood. The third story is the story about the wizards in the Unseen University and how they also get to know about the problem. In the end one monster from the dungeoun dimensions come through to the Discworld. It has the shape of a beautiful woman, only bigger (actually a lot bigger), she takes the ape-librarian and climbs up the Unseen University’s tower. The whole scene is a big parody of the King Kong movie. It is first at the end of the book that you really understand the meaning of the “side” stories and actually understand why the ape and the wizards were in the book in the first place.

The structure 

It is Terry Pratchetts language that makes his books so much fun. At first the language might seem difficult but as you get deeper into the plot this doesn’t bother you anymore. He is constantly making word-jokes. In dialogs he uses many different dialects and different sorts of English and this makes all his characters feel more alive. Terry Pratchetts strength is his characters, you get to know them very well and know exactly how they react in different situations. He knows and uses this very well. For example in some situations Pratchett skips the scenes were some really nasty action takes place because you already know what is going to happen since you know the characters so well.

Pratchett just loves footnotes. He puts them on almost every page, but you get used to them and they are often part of some sort of joke.

Pratchett is just like the author Douglas Adams (famous for The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy), he likes to go into extreme detail. Usually he skips the most of the descriptions of the surroundings but often he concentrates on one very small detail. This is not necessarily a bad thing because the detail he describes is enough to give you the right feeling for the surroundings. 

My opinion

I think that this book actually has some deeper meaning than just the simple story about Victor and Ginger. Many people dream of fame and it is exactly this that Pratchett criticise, life isn’t about fame. Fame is a dangerous illusion.
Actually the story of the book isn’t very good but it is the small jokes and gibes that make this book worth reading. If I were to recommend any Pratchett book it would not be this one, even though it is a great book I don’t think that this one has the same quality as the rest of the books of the Discworld series.

For someone that is new to Pratchett this one ain’t the book, but people who have read Pratchett before will enjoy this one as much as the others.

This book, as the rest of Pratchett´s books, expands life with some very good laughs.
� Terry Pratchett, Moving Pictures


� Being an ape might seem to be a drawback but for the profession as a librarian in a library as big as the one in the Unseen University the climbing techniques of an ape is quite useful.





